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|I0C SCHOLARSHIP: INTERNATIONAL EXPERT
COURSE IN VIRGIN OLIVE OIL TASTING

MADRID, SPAIN /19.03.2025

The International Olive Council (I0C} is offering scholarships for
the International Expert Course in Virgin Olive Qil Tasting, held at
the University of Jaén(Spain). Now in its 22nd edition, this course
provides in-depth training in sensory analysis, quality assessment
and tasting methodologies for virgin olive oil.

Designed for professionals with experience in olive oil
production, quality control or research, the course helps develop
the skills needed to assess and classify virgin olive oils according
to |0C standards. The programme is delivered in both English and
Spanish and runs from 24 September to 18 December 2025.

The |0C scholarship covers tuition fees, travel costs and a
monthly stipend for living expenses. Only nationals of [OC
member countries are eligible to apply, and candidates will be
selected based on their qualifications, experience and

motivation.
The application deadline is 15 April 2025.

Interested applicants are invited to fill in this form: English
version & Spanish version.

For more information, read the award criteria here and visit

the [0C website.

Advance your career in the olive sector with the support of the
10C!
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: /)
- Call for applications: Scholarships for the international Expert Course in Virgin
/ e Olive Oil Tasting {University of Jaén). 22nd edition, 2025

As part of its technical cooperation and training programme for 2025, and
with the aim of fostering the transfer of technology in order to enhance the
knowledge of the composition and quality characteristics of virgin olive oils, the
International Olive Council ({OC) plans to award scholarships for the International
Expert Course in Virgin Olive Oil Tasting, taught at the University of Jaén (Spain).

These course scholarships are aimed at professionals with at least five (5)
years of experience in olive oil mills, olive oil quality control, olive oil tasting or olive
oil research. An academic background in agronomy, faod technology or equivalent
fields will also be taken under consideration.

The course will cover the theoretical principles and methodology for the
organoleptic assessment of virgin olive oils; the anatysis of the factors, positive and
negative attributes that define sensory quality in relation to cultural practices and
processing methods, as well as other general physical and chemical quality control
parameters.

It provides foundational training for establishing tasting panels within the
framework of the I0C’s work aimed at improving the capabilities and competance
of laboratories where the sensory anatysis of virgin olive oils is performed.

The course will begin on Wednesday 24 September and will end on Friday 19
December, 2025'. it will be simultaneously taught in Spanish and English.

Scholarship applications must be forwarded to the J0C and mustinclude the
specific application form available here: English version & Spanish version. The
deadline for applications is Tuesday 15 Aprit 2025 at 12.00 p.m. (CET).

' Minor adjustments to the start and end dates of the rourse may occur.

International Olive Council Email: TIf: +34-91 59036 38
Principe de Vergara, 154 iove@internationaleliveoil.org Fax: +34-91 563 12 63
28002 Madrid (Spain)
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Scholarships for this course wiil only be awarded to nationals of (OC member
countries who meet all the requirements outiined in the selection criteria. Those
applicants who do not meet the selection criteria, as well as applications received
after the deadline, will be excluded from the selection process.

The IOC’s scholarships will cover the registration fees, travel expenses at the
start and end of the course, and three-monthly payments of €1 000 that cover board
and lodging. The IOC will also pay the University directly the costs retated to the
required participation insurance. The administration of the scholarships may be
delegated to another body, typically the University itself, ratherthan being managed
directly by the 10C.

Applicants must be aware that a full-time commitment to the course is
required and that, therefore, participants must notengage in any other professionat
activities while taking the course.

Appendix | outlines the principles governing the scholarship as well as the
criteria for exclusion, selection, and subsequent evaluation for award.

Please note that candidates may be excluded from the selection process at
anytime, and that the IOC may request candidates to submit additional or ask them
to clarify any aspect of the documents submitted.

The awarding of scholarships is subject to budgetary availability. The
submission of applications does not in any way oblige the I0C to select candidates.

International Olive Council Email: TI: +34-91 590 36 38
Principe de Vergara, 154 fooc@internationaloliveoil.org Fax: +34-91 563 12 63
28002 Madrid (Spain)
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APPENDIX | - PRINCIPLES GOVERNING TRE SCHOLARSHIP: EXCLUSION,
SELECTION _AND AWARD CRITERIA FOR FURTHER EVALUATION OF

SCHOLARSHIPS
Principles governing the scholarships

The aim of the scholarships is to encourage the achievement of the

objectives set out in the current international Agreement on Olive Qil and

Table Olives, aiming to foster the transfer of technology and enhancing the

knowledge of the compaosition and quality characteristics of virgin olive oils.

- Principle of non-profit: scholarships may not have the purpose or effect of
generating profits for the beneficiary.

- Principle of non-retroactivity: expenses incurred before the formal awarding
of the scholarships are not covered.

- Principte of non-cumulation: 8 singte application may resutt in the award of
agrantto only one beneficlary per financial year.

- Principles of publicity, transparency, and equal treatment.

Exclusion criteria

Exclusion criteria are established in order to assess the eligibility of applicants.
Candidates will be excluded from the call for applications if:

- Applications arrive after the deadline.

- They are not nationals of [OC member countries.

- They lack the academic background or professional experience required.
. They do not meet the language requirements.

Selection criteria

Selection criteria make it possible to assess an applicant’s capacity for completing
the course.

To be selected for a scholarship, candidates must have at least five (B) years of
experience in otive oil mills, olive oil quality control, olive oil tasting, or olive oil
research, and an academic background in agronomy, food technology or equivalent
field. Applicants must demonstrate that they work or conduct research in the olive
oil sector, as well as providing proof of their academic background.

International Olive Council Email: TIf: +34-91 590 36 38
Principe de Vergara, 154 iooc@internationaloliveoil.org Fax: +34-91 563 12 63
28002 Madrid (Spain}
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Applicants must also have a sound knowledge of Spanish or English (minimum a B2
level), given that these are the working languages of the course.

Motivation and recommendation letters will be also taken in consideration.

Award criteria
Award criteria are established in order to assess the quality of applications.

The criteria used to award the scholarships inctude the academic background of
the candidates, as well as their professional experience in olive oil mills, olive oil
quality control, olive oil tasting or in olive oil research (a minimum experience of five

(6) years is required).

Another award criterium is candidate’s level in Spanish or English {minimum a B2
level).
A motivation letter will also be takeninto account. It should set out the reasons for

applying to the programme (i.e. a detailed description of the reasons why a
scholarship is required), and the expected impact of the schotarship on the

applicant’s activities.

Recommendation letters from public administration bodies or from entities in the
olive sector (enterprises, laboratories, etc) will also be taken into account for
awarding the scholarships.

Activity and/or training certificates related to the olive sector will also be analysed.

The 10C will seek to achieve the greatest possible geographical diversity when
awarding of scholarships.

The awarding of scholarships is subject to budgetary availability.

International Olive Council Email: TH: +34-91 590 36 38
Principe de Vergara, 154 iooc@internationaloliveoil.org Fax: +34-91 563 12 63
28002 Madrid (Spain)
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" "CRITERIA FOR AWARDING A SCHOLARSHIP

POINTS

ACADEMIC BACKGROUND &

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE IN OLIVE OIL MILLS, OLIVE OIL QUALITY
CONTROL, OLIVE OIL TASTING OR OLIVE OIL RESEARCH

70

LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY (ENGLISH OR SPANISH WITH A MINIMUM
LEVEL OF B2)

10

COVER LETTER WITH REASONS FOR APPLYING (A DETAILED
DESCRIPTION OF THE REASONS FOR REQUESTING THE SCHOLARSHIP)
AND THE EXPECTED IMPACT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP ON THE
APPLICANT’S ACTIVITIES.

10

RECOMMENDATION LETTER(S) AND/OR OTHER CERTIFICATES

Madrid (Spain)




Madrid

De: international Olive Council <no-reply@internationalolive.org>
Enviado el: miércoles, 19 de marzo de 2025 9.05

Para: ioc-notification@internationaicliveoil.org

Asunto: Fresh news is avaiiable
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Bourse du COl pour le Cours intern ational.d’expert en dégustation d’huite d’olive
vierge

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

This e-mail and any attachments may be CONFIDENTIAL and intended solely for the addressee and may
atso be priviteged or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the addressee, or have
received this e-mail in error, please natify the sender immediately by e-mail




